WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A recording medium reproduction apparatus for reproducing 
a recording meoaum in which recorded data and recording medium 
side reproduction restriction information for restricting 
reproduction of Vhe recorded data is recorded, 

said recordii^g medium reproduction apparatus comprising: 
recording me^s in which apparatus side reproduction 
restriction information related to recording medium side 
reproduction restriction information is recorded; 

information reacmng means which reads the apparatus side 
reproduction rest rictic^ri information recorded in said recording 
means and also reads the recording medium side reproduction 
restriction information \from the recording medium before 
reproducing the recorded data from the recording medium; 

comparing means whidh compares the apparatus side 
reproduction restriction infc^mation with the recording medium 
side reproduction restriction Ynformation each read from said 
information reading means; \ 

determinationmeans which determines whether reproduction 
of the recorded data is to be allowed\or not based on the comparison 
result of said comparing means: amd 

control means which stops rejjbroduction of the recorded 
data and outputs and displays th^ recording medium side 
reproduction restriction inf ormation\when said determination 
means determines that the reproductidn of the recorded data 
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is no\ allowed- 



2. The Vecording medium reproduction apparatus according to 
claim 1, wdierein 

the recording medium side reproduction restriction 
information Us a region code. 

3 . A recordiiW medium reproduction apparatus for reproducing 
a recording mediVim in which recorded data and recording medium 
side reproductioV restriction information for restricting 
reproduction of tne recorded data is recorded, 

said recordingWedium reproduction apparatus comprising: 
recording member in which apparatus side reproduction 
restriction information related to recording medium side 
reproduction restrictibn information is recorded; 

inf ormation reading member which reads the apparatus side 
reproduction restriction information recorded in said recording 
member and also reads the Vecording medium side reproduction 
restriction information fVom the recording medium before 
reproducing the recorded da-aa from the recording medium; 

comparing member whicA compares the apparatus side 
reproduction restriction information with the recording medium 
side reproduction restriction iJiformation each read from said 
information reading member; \ 

determination member wh\Lch determines whether 
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reproduction of the recorded datfa is to be allowed or not based 
on the comparison result of said comparing member: and 

control member which stops reproduction of the recorded 
data and outputs and displays the recording medium side 
reproduction restriction information when said determination 
member determines that the /reproduction of the recorded data 
is not allowed. 



ru 
m 



4. The recording medium/ reproduction apparatus according to 
10 claim 3, wherein 

the recording medium side reproduction restriction 
information is a region code. 
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